Toft Parish Council
Robert Stone

c/o 26 Pepys Way

Clerk to the Parish Council

Girton
telephone: 0777 5155321

Cambridge 

email: clerk@toft.org.uk                                                                    
 CB3 0PA


Minutes of the 651st meeting of Toft Parish Council on Monday 10th January 2011 at 7.00pm in The People’s Hall, Toft

 Present:  Cllr Paul Hercus (Chairman), Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadon, Cllr Jeanne McCarten, and Cllr Elizabeth Dolman

Cllr Fiona Wheldon (Cambridgeshire CC); Cllr Tumi Hawkins (South Cambridgeshire DC); Bob Farrar (Smith Farrer Holdings Ltd), and seven members of the public.

In attendance: Robert Stone (Clerk & RFO).

Items

11/01   Chairman’s Welcome, 

11/02
 Apologies

None. 

11/03
 Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda

None.

11/04  Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest    

  Bob Farrar outlined the proposed 30 bedroom hotel development on greenbelt land at Toft 

  Meridian Golf Club which would be submitted for planning permission in the near future.   

  This would be open to the public for accommodation and meals except when booked for 

  events.    Councillors were invited to view the site.

         County Councillor Fiona Whelan said she would supply details of Cambridgeshire CC’s cutback programme in the near future but we should expect significant cuts in the supply of services.  She agreed to explore the option of local Day Care facilities at the Community Centre in Hardwick.   The southern section of the Guided Busway should be handed over for trials at the end of the month.  A new contractor had been appointed to rectify the unsatisfactory works on the northern section.  These would be the subject of a court case in 2012.  She reiterated earlier comments that the monies from the 950 houses at Cambourne would be insufficient to fund a new secondary school.  They would only be sufficient for 190 pupils.

         District Councillor Tumi Hawkins spoke on current SCDC considerations about whether to freeze Council Tax; housing revenue reform; the financial settlement for 2011/12; hoped for improvement in planning following the recent reorganisation; the Young People’s Plan; & BT Race to Infinity – Madingley will gain superfast broadband upgrade.   

         Members of the public raised concerns street lights; the poor state of footpaths; a hedges on the High Street, and on the edge of the Ely Diocesan field; the big step up to a footbridge at the bottom of Brookside; the uneven state of the pavement outside the Chinese restaurant; and the toppled bollards on the village green.    

11/05  Matters arising from previous meetings of 6th & 20th December 2010             
	Item
	Issue


	Update/Action

	10/135
	Anglian Water Pumping Station
	Clerk has attempted to make contact with the “owner” of the forecourt but was not successful in tracing the company.

	10/135
	Councillor training
	Clerk has made further inquiries of CPALC  

	10/143 (a)(v)
	South Cambridgeshire Services and Facilities Survey for Toft
	Cllr Betson reported he had completed and despatched the survey.

	10/143

(b)(ii)
	South Cambridgeshire Arts Awards 2011
	Cllr Dolman reported that she was meeting with Richard Fletcher prior to the end of the month deadline to gain further information about the Social Club.

	10/146
	Proposed double yellow lines to protect access to Bennell Farm. 
	Cllr Hercus said he had written on behalf of Toft PC to support the proposal.

	10/154
	SCDC consultation on tree works situated in a conservation area at 28 High Street, Toft 
	Advice received from SCDC that Roz Richardson, Trees Officer will be making a site visit to view the proposed works.


11/06  That the minutes of the meeting of 6th & 20th December 2010 be confirmed

Following a correction to the minutes of 6th December - Item 10/140 to show that that a closed bin had been requested to replace the open one adjacent to the village green - the Council approved the minutes, and they were signed by the Chairman,.  

11/07
  Consideration of correspondence (unless covered by business items)  

	(i)
	Invitation to localism events

	(ii)
	Message from Chief Executive, Cambridgeshire County Council

	(iii)
	Registered Traders Scheme  

                                                   Action:  Clerk to arrange publicity in The Calendar

	(iv)
	CCC - Winter service and salt stocks

	 (v)
	Power failures in Toft

	 (vi)
	Briefing on The Localism Bill - important new powers for communities

	(vii)
	Bridge on Toft Footpath 2

	viii)
	Royal British Legion 90th Birthday Celebrations

                                              Action:  Clerk to alert editor of The Calendar   

	 (ix)
	Consultation by NHS Community Services Cambridgeshire 

                                               Action:  Councillors agreed to consider & respond


 11/08  Finance

i)   To receive a report on progress against 2010/11 budget 
            Report tabled, and noted by the Council.            

ii)   To approve payments to 9th January 2011   
   The following payments were approved by the Council:        

	Clerk’s salary
	October to December 2010
	£770.62
	Cheque no.         001737

	Toft People’s Hall
	Hire of The People’s Hall for Nov & Dec Toft PC meetings


	£20.00


	001738



	The Calendar
	2010 photocopying
	£150
	001739

	R A Stone (Clerk)
	Administrative expenses:

i) Mobile phone monthly contract

costs

ii) Stationery

(Laminates)

iii)  Memory stick to back up TPC records


	£11.22

£24.96

£7.99

£44.17
	001740

	Cambridgeshire

ACRE
	Payroll set up & initial contract fee
	£17.64
	001741


iii)  To initially consider the draft Risk & Management Strategy

                   This was well received but it was agreed in view of the length of the document, 

                   and pressure of other business, to discuss at a later meeting(s).          

iv)   To consider purchasing the Recreation Ground from South Cambridgeshire District Council.
                   The Council resolved to lease the land for 99 years at a peppercorn rent rather 

                   than purchasing the recreation ground.

                     Action:  Clerk to notify SCDC and seek terms & conditions.

v)   To consider and finalise the draft budget and precept for 2011/12 

                   The Clerk as RFO (Responsible Finance Officer) tabled the draft budget for 

                   2011/12.  (Appendix B).  This was noted by the Council.  It was  

                   recognised that forecasting was not straightforward because of the 

                   difficulty of trying to budget for local services that may no longer be provided by 

                   SCDC and CCC when figures were unavailable from either authority pending 

                   receipt of financial information from central government.     

                   After taking into account warnings received from SCDC and CCC 

                   Councillors about the severity of the cutbacks the Council resolved to increase 

                   the precept by 10% from £14,000 to £15,400 following zero increases in the 

                   previous two financial years.                    Action:  Clerk to notify SCDC.

                   Following discussion the Council also resolved with immediate effect to transfer 

                   £15,000 from the General Reserve  (£27,493.57 at 31st December 2010) to a 

                   new Recreation Reserve to provide new or improved recreation facilities within 

                   the parish. 
vi)    To consider the quotation of £60 for re-instatement of the bollards on the village green.
                    The Council approved the quotation.       Action:  Clerk
11/09  Other Business item(s) requiring a decision or consideration by the Council

1. To consider the Council's Action Priorities:
       (a)    Safety on the Roads through the Village 
        Cllr Yeadon referred to his revised paper (Appendix A) in which he had outlined 

         the issues.   The Clerk advised that a representative of Cambridgeshire CC 

         would attend February’s Council meeting. 

         (Clerk – Karen Lunn, the road engineer for the local area, will attend to answer 

          questions about traffic management e.g. new pedestrian crossings.) 
        Cllr Betson referred to an earlier meeting with Dennis Vacher (CCC).  Although 

        it had been agreed that the “SLOW” signs on the road at either end of the 

        village would be repainted this had not happened.        Action:  Clerk

       (b)    Additional Trees
        Further information was required regarding SCDC’s schemes.   Action:  Clerk
(c) Support for Local Business

The Clerk advised that he had asked Ian Dewar of CPALC for advice on possible support for the village post office but had yet to receive a response on what powers were available.   More general support for local businesses was available via SCDC.  He would make inquiries.                        Action:  Clerk 

(d)    Support for the People's Hall  

Cllr Betson said that the Management Committee had plans to improve the hall and its frontage.    An approach would be made to the Council for financial assistance.
(e) Support for the Youth and Elderly in the Village

                     The Council noted Cllr Tumi Hawkins’ comments about SCDC’s Young 

                      People’s Plan and advice that local financing would be required to fund youth 

                      activities.  Assistance for the elderly would in part depend on Cllr Whelan’s 

                      local day care initiative.  

2. To consider holding a village celebration on the recreation ground following the Royal Wedding on 29th April 2011.
  Cllr McCarten reported that the village Churches were considering this and that Ann Mitchell had offered to coordinate a village event.  Councillor Dolman agreed to contact Ann to liaise on how this may be taken forward.
Action: Councillor Dolman
3. To consider the NHS’s consultation on the Pharmaceutical Classification for Comberton – rural or urban.

The Council took the view that Comberton should be classified as “rural”.

Action:  Clerk
11/10     To receive reports and consider any issues arising: 

Planning application S/2123/10 – Demolition of conservation and erection of single story extension at The Firs, 64 High Street

                         The Council discussed the planning issues at some length, and then 

                         resolved to recommend approval to SCDC’s Planning Officer.   Action: Clerk
Footpaths 

                         Cllr McCarten said she would raise the concerns about local footpaths and 

                         access to footpath bridges (i.e. areas close to bridges being very muddy, 

                         and soil erosion resulting in very high step ups & downs) with Peter Gaskin, 

                         Cambridgeshire CC’s Footpath Officer with a view to arranging on site visits 

                         to consider what can be done to improve the safety of walkers. 

                                                                                                               Action:  Cllr McCarten
People’s Hall, including updating registration with the Land Registry 

Cllr Betson reported that he had discussed with the Management Committee of the People’s Hall.  They were pleased that the deeds of the building were 

now in the safe keeping of the council’s solicitor, and content for the registration to be updated to show Toft Parish Council as Custodial Trustee.                      

                                                                                            Action: Clerk
                         Parish Plan

                         Cllr McCarten said she hoped to help edit the final version of the Parish Plan 

                         in the coming weeks.  All being well this should be available by the end of 

                         February.
Administration  (including dates for Council meetings in 2011; and the need to appoint a new internal auditor).
                         The dates for the 2011 meetings were confirmed as: 

                         Feb 7, Mar 7, Apr 4, May 9, Jun 6, Jul 4, Sep 5, Oct 3, Nov 7, & Dec 5.

                          The Clerk explained that the Council’s internal auditor had resigned and 

                          that he was pursuing a possible replacement to recommend to the Council.

Action: Clerk
11/11     Matters raised by Members including items for the next Agenda of 

                 7th February 2011.  

Cllr Yeadon asked for the Council's Action Priorities to be standard agenda items to permit ongoing review of progress.

Cllr McCarten said she had written to the owner of the field on the right side of the recreation ground to enquire whether it may be possible to develop this as a community orchard.

Councillors took note and asked for a mark forward as a reminder to write a similar letter to the landowner on the other side to explore the possible expansion of the recreation ground.   

                                                                                                                       Action: Clerk
The meeting ended at 9.50pm.

                              Appendix A

Toft Road Safety Issues and Concerns

The following are the issues and concerns about the main road passing through the village.

Considering the road as approached from Cambridge.

· As vehicles enter the village it’s quite a wide road and the village “creeps up” on you. There are 30mph signs but otherwise no encouragement to slow down. 

· The Hardwick Rd Junction is OK with good visibility.

· On reaching the village green the right turn is precarious because of poor visibility of speeding vehicles coming in the opposite direction.

· The bend is very tight and vehicles coming in the opposite direction have been known to go off the bend onto the green.

· Pedestrians’ crossing in the proximity of the bend is a common occurrence with the shop and the restaurant situated on it. With the sheltered housing nearby often the pedestrians are elderly. Visibility is very poor and it’s a dangerous area to cross.

· Parking on the High Street creates a section of single track often for quite a long distance and sometimes quite close to the bend. It does slow vehicles down. Asset or liability? I’m not sure.

· At the bottom of the High Street the bend is quite tight. Vehicles have been known to crash into the fencing at the road’s edge.

On the approach from Bourn;

· The entry to the village from Bourn is well signed with a village sign, 30mph, horses, and bend. 

· The right turn into Brookside on the bend is precarious if the vehicle needs to stop because of approaching traffic. There is a real risk of a vehicle running into the back of the turner.

The alternative routes through the village down school Lane or Church Rd are not excessively used as rat runs, a situation we need to ensure we maintain.

Cllr Martin Yeadon

Appendix B

	Heading
	Budget 2010/11
	Spend to date
	Draft Budget 2011/12
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	

	Clerks Salary*
	£2,700.00
	£921.20
	£2,481.44
	Net salary 5hr/week

	Clerk's PAYE
	£0.00
	£685.54
	£620.36
	

	Insurance
	£900.00
	£928.00
	£1,000
	

	Audit Fee
	£290.00
	£274.00
	£300
	

	Post/tel./station.
	£200.00
	£444.00
	£450.00
	

	CALC/ACRE/CPRE/DIS
	£410.00
	£350.00
	£420
	

	SLCC
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£103
	KC's paid by HTC

	Training
	£300.00
	£0.00
	£500
	Councillors/Clerk

	Rent
	£120.00
	£90.00
	£140
	

	Bank Charges
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	

	01 TOTAL
	£4,920.00
	£3,692.74
	£6,014.80
	

	Bus Shelter Clng
	£255.00
	£0.00
	£250
	

	Village Maintenance
	£3,000.00
	£756.00
	£2,500
	(incl. Village Green)

	Grass Cutting
	£1,200.00
	£600.00
	£1,300.00
	Rec & Drives

	(incl. Grass verges)
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£800.00
	New contingency

	Parish Paths Maint
	£100.00
	£0.00
	£100.00
	

	Paths Leaflet
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	 

	Play area maintenance
	£500.00
	£63.00
	£1,000
	H&S -Grass surface

	02 TOTAL
	£5,055.00
	£1,419.00
	£5,950.00
	

	Streetlighting
	£1,500.00
	£0.00
	£1,550.00
	

	Street lamp replacements
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£500.00
	New contingency

	Village Hall (Works)
	£2,500.00
	£0.00
	£750
	Contingency

	VH Interest Repay
	£0.00
	£329.00
	£329.00
	

	VH Loan
	£2,325.00
	£1,995.74
	£2,325.00
	

	Calendar
	£200.00
	£0.00
	£200.00
	

	Web site & domain name
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£90.00
	

	Donations - tree scheme
	£300.00
	£12.45
	£150.00
	S.137 Grant

	Election
	£500.00
	£105.00
	£0.00
	

	Parish Plan
	£500.00
	£0.00
	£250.00
	Professional fees

	Legal fees - Village Hall
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£300.00
	Land Registry

	03 TOTAL
	£7,825.00
	£2,442.19
	£6,444.00
	

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	£17,800.00
	
	£18,408.80
	

	* Salary for 2010/11 shown as gross figure.
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